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OCEA,  ISLAND  WAR  Chi'  ES 


Eflf.e  l. 
Exhibit  "A" 


I,  SX  10334  Major  Douglas  John  McBain  of  Army  Headquarters, 
Melbourne ,  make  oath  and  say:  4  ’ 


1. 

2. 


3. 


I  am  an  officer  of  the  Australian  Military  Forces, 

Annexed  hereto  and  marked  Exhibit  *  '  is  a  true  copy  of 

The  Interrogation  of  KABUL  ARE  on  which  I  have  in 

my  custody  in  the  course  of  my  duties. 

The  original  above  mentioned  document  cannot  be  made 
available  immediately  as  it  is  required  for  trials  of 
minor  war  criminals. 

Sworn^befcre  me  at  Melbourne  ) 

this  c7th  day  of  May,  1946  )  Signed  Douglas  McEain,  Major 

(signed)  Bur.sell  Capt, 

An  Officer  of  the 
Australian  Military  Forces, 


EXHIBIT  » A* 


INTERROGATION  OF  KABUL7  ARE 


1  I  am 


My  name  is  KABUNARE  and  I  am  a  native  of  NIKUNAI  ISLAND. 
J  1  signed  on  with  the  Brltis 


'  MM*?  =?^SSl°?^S,  dur1"6  the  "ThlESTA"  recruits  t  OiiOTOA 
IwLA.  D  about  13  months  before  the  Japanese  came  to  OCEAN  IS, 

cableway?0^  °n  0CE/li'  IS  before  the  Japanese  came  was  on  the 

and  li^edHIt^ABWE^Hv??!  °ccuPablo2.  ^W!s  emPloyed  as  a  fisherman 
Until  ahrnf/rm  r  Village.  ,Ve  finhed  from  early  in  the  morning 
until  about  3  pm.  Usually  two  men  per  canoe.  The  JaDsn^sp  e 

collected  all  the  fish,  but  only  occasionally  gave  us  a  little  for 

mpp+  °n<;  USeJ  S?rr)eti^es  the  Japanese  came  down'  to  the  shore  to 
meet  us  coming  in  but  usually  we  took  the  fish  up  to  them.  Th^ 
Japanese  to  whom  I  took  the  fish  was  ("0CH1SAN"  -  phoenetic 

facellng  *  We  did  not  catch  any  fish  we  were  slapped  on  the 

that  nfBE'Tfp‘I  ^ho  vvas  also  a  fisherman.  I  did  not  hear 

that  he  was  planning  to  escape,  but  I  heard  after  he  had  gone.  I 
heard  that  ^roa  ~  _  - ,  x 


Ol.lxP 


Lr  ‘  J - —  **'-'-«*  >1  a,  vci  11c  UciU  K  UiltJ  . 

.hree  canoes  had  got  away  and  thought  that  the  Japanese 

•  *1. 

' •  There  were  no  Europeans  alive  when  NABETA1  I  left  OCEAN  IS. 

Europeans  I  remember  on  the  Island  were  Mr,  CARTWRIGHT 
who  died  of  mainutrition,  Mr.  COLE,  Mr.  THIRD,  Mr.  IiERCER, 

was  buried  "FT  and  Brother*  1  do  not  know  where  Mr.  CARTV/RIGKT 
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7.  I  once  saw  Hr.  COLE  outside  his  house  at  TABEWA  working  in 
the  garden.  He  was  weeding  around  the  "Boi"  plant.  We  were  not 
allowed  to  speak  to  the  Europeans. 

8.  I  heard  from  TEIERU  who  h?d  escaped  with  NABETALI  that  Mr. 

COLE  was  killed  by  stabbing  ’,fv:h  a  knife  while  he  was  asleep 

in  his  house  at  TABWEWA.  TEFLRU  also  told  me  that  L3R.  MERCER 
died  of  sickness  and  that  Father  PUJEBET  went  into  hospital  for 
an  abdominal  operation.  He  also  told  me  that  Mr.  THIRD  and 
the  Brother  were  injected  by  the  number  two  doctor  (ARAHESHO). 

9.  About  five  months  before  the  end  of  the  war  our  section  of 
fishermen  at  TABWEWA  was  transferred  to  UFA  village.  We  were  not 
told  why  we  v/ere  transferred  to  UI1A  village.  There  were  only 
three  of  us  at  TABWEWA  -  myself  ERIE  and ABERAM. 

10.  At  UMA  we  Joined  the  fishing  section  there.  The  names  of  the 
boys  there  were  -  ERIU,  HIT  IRE,  TUWEWI,  TEBOITABU,  BAITAU, 

BUARAKI,  URIAH,  TETEKA,  ANGKALi,  ABA,  BANE  I  and  MAORI.  We  all 
lived  in  one  European  house  up  behind  the  Billiard  Room.  We 
fished  from  early  in  the  morning,  sometimes  as  early  as  3  am 
until  afternoon. 

11.  One  evening  "0SAKIS0"  (phoenetic)  the  Japanese  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  fishermen  came  into  our  house  and  told  us  that  next 
morning  we  were  to  come  back  early  from  fishing,  about  nine  or  ten 
o'clock. 

12.  MAORI  and  I  came  back  from  fishing  about  7  am  the  next  morning. 
The  rest  came  back  about  nine  o'clock.  We  came  back  early  because 
we  had  a  lot  of  fish,  then  we  all  went  to  our  quarters, 

13.  Somewhere  after  nine  o'clock  "0SAKIS0"  shouted  out  from  the 
Billiard  Room  for  all  us  fishermen  to  come  down.  We  all  came  down 
and  gathered  beside  the  road  at  the  Eilliard  Room.  When  we  got 
there  we  found  all  the  other  boys  on  the  Island  already  gathered 
there.  There  would  be  over  a  hundred. 

14.  We  were  all  paraded  in  about  five  lines  along  the  road.  Some 
of  the  Japanese  were  gathered  there  when  we  arrived.  There  would 
be  about  6.  "SUKAISO"  (Phoenetic)  the  No.  3  Commander  spoke  to 

us  through  0SAKIS0  the  interpreter.  He  stood  upon  the  verandah 
with  the  other  five  Japanese.  He  told  us  that  the  war  is  over  but 
that  we  must  still  work  for  a  while,  and  then  the  Japanese  would 
be  going  away  and  leaving  us  here.  Then  we  were  told  to  go  back 
to  our  houses. 

15.  We  were  too  scared  to  show  our  happiness,  so  Just  bowed  our 
heads  and  went  to  our  house.  Then  we  laughed  and  talked  of  the 
good  news  in  our  house. 
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16 .  We  stayed  in  our  house  all  the  rest  of  the  day  and  prepared 
our  fishing  gear  for  the  next  day.  V/e  were  not  allowed  to  go 
out  and  OSAKISO  was  angry  if  anyone  asked  permission  to  go  out. 

17.  Next  morning  MAORI  and  I  and  everyone  else  went  out  fishing 
as  usual  while  it  was  still  dark.  MAORI  and  I  came  tack  very 
early  about  eights  o*  clock  because  we  had  a  lot  of  fish.  The 
others  came  bau,  at  uc  nine  o’clock,  they  were  earlier  than  usual 
too,  because  chty  had  cau.jht  a  lot  of  fish. 

18.  When  we  arrive J  back  all  the  natives  and  a  lot  of  the 
Japanese  soldiers  were  gathered  in  the  same  place  as  we  were 
gathered  the  previous  cay.  The  native  soldiers  were  told  to  hand 
in  their  uniforms  and  arms.  Thej'  hendeci  them  all  in  to  the 
Billiard  Room.  The  native  soldiers  had  marched  in,  in  their 
respective  groups  under  their  Japanese  Leader. 

19.  Then  OSAKISO  called  us  from  our  house  to  come  down  to  the 
road  by  the  Billiard  Room  again.  We  came  down  and  joined  in  the 
parade.  SUKAISO  spoke  to  us  all  again.  He  told  us  we  were  going 
to  change  over  the  sections  again  now.  OSAKISO  then  divided 

us  up  into  our  new  sections  as  instructed  by  SUKAISO.  Our  section 
was  the  last  to  be  divided  up. 

20.  The  first  section  of  about  fifteen  men  was  for  BUKINTERIKE, 
One  soldier  went  with  them  and  they  marched  away.  The  second, 
section  of  about  fifteen  men  was  for  TABWEWA.  One  soldier  went 

!  with  them  and  they  marched  away.  I  would  know  the  faces  of  each 
of  the  soldiers  who  went  with  the§e  two  groups.  The  third  group 
was  a  bigger  group,  about  30  or  40  and  was  for  TAEIANG.  One 
soldier  marched  away  with  them  too.  The  fourth  group  was  also 
about  30  or  40  and  was  for  the  Chinese  Location.  One  soldier 
went  with  them.  This  last  is  the  Toady  Cutter's  group. 

21.  I  was  in  the  fifth  group  of  eight  men.  We  were  to  go  to  ETAN: 
BANAEA  and  marched  away  with  one  sordier  in  charge.  I  do  not 
know  the  name  of  this  soldier,  but  v'ould  recognise  him.  There  wer< 
still  some  natives  left  when  we  marched  away. 

•  ,  *.  *'  .*  ►  .t 

22.  V/e  marched  through  below  the  Chinese  quarters  and  above  the 
Pastor's  House  and  then  through  to  the  Police  lines.  The  soldier 
in  front  with  us  behind, 

23.  When  we  arrived  at  the  Police  lines  we  saw  a  lot  of  Japanese 
soldiers  in  their  quarters.  They  were  all  Inside  their  houses. 

The  Japanese  soldier  in  charge  of  us  told  us  to  sit  down  in  a 
line  and  then  told  us  to  fece  towards  the  East,  Then  he  took  out 
a  little  book  from  his  pocket  and  asked  us  in  turn  hew  old  we 
were.  As  each  man  told  him  how  eld  he  was  the  soldier  wrote  in 
his  book.  That  was  all  we  we^e  asked. 

>  24,  When  the  soldier  had  almost  finished  writing  down  the  ages, 

a  (SHOTAISO)  came  up  with  another  soldier  from  behind  us  and  walkec 

•  * 
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out  in  frontof  us.  The  (SHOTAISO)  drew  his  sword  and  revolver, 
and  the  soldier  drew  a  revolver  and  both  pointed  them  at  us.  They 
did  not  speak  to  us,  but  called  out  for  sofce  more  soldiers  to  come 
out.  Each  soldier  stood  in  front  of  one  man  with  the  bayonet 
pointing  at  his  stomach  about  six  inches  away. 


25.  Without  anything  being  said,  the  soldier  who  had  lead  us  up 
tied  each  man's  hands  in  order  with  some  string  he  had  in  his 
pocket.  It  was  twine  that  is  used  for  making  rope.  Uy  hands  were 
tied  very  tight.  There  was  a  length  of  rope  left  over  loose  after 
tyjhgg  each  man's  hands. 

26.  Then  the  (SHOTAISO)  spoke  to  the  soldier  who  had  tied  our 
hands  and  the  soldier  told  us  to  stand  up.  Then  the  soldier 
gathered  up  all  the  long  ends  of  rope  so  we  could  not  run  away. 

27.  Then  the  (SHOTAISO)  walked  beside  our  group  as  we  started 
walking  down  towards  TABIAHG  Village.  The  soldier  holding  the 
ropes  behind  us  and  the  other  eight  soldiers  behind  him.  The  one 
who  had  had  the  pistol  with  the  (SHOTAISO)  stayed  in  the  Police 
lines.  All  still  had  their  bayonets  ready  as  they  filed  down  the 
track  behind  us. 


28.  We  stopped  by  the  engine  room  for  about  three  minutes  while 
the  (SHOTAISO)  spoke  to  the  men  in  the  Power  House,  I  do  not  know 
what  they  were  talking  about. 

29.  Then  we  walked  on  down  the  track  adross  the  road  and  on  down 
to  the  cliffs  below  TABIAHG  Village, 


30.  When  we  got  to  the  cliff  the  soldier  released  the  strings 
and  told  us  to  lino  up  on  the  edge  of  the  cliff  and  squat  down 
close  together.  Then  our  eyes  were  tied  up  with  clothk  The  same 
mane  who  had  tied  our  hands  tied  the  blindfold  on  us.  Then  I  could 
hear  movements  behind  and  felt  as  though  the  soldiers  were  behind 
us.  I  was  the  second  man  to  have  my  eyes  tied  up. 

31,  FALAILIVA  was  the  first  man  to  be  tied  and  was  on  my  left. 

He  said  to  me  "Are  you  ready?"  and  I  replied  "Yes  I  am  ready  to 
die".  Then  FALAILIVA  asked  "You  remember  God?"  and  I  replied 
"Yes  I  remember." 

32.  Then  everything  was  quiet  for  a  moment,  then  I  fell  over  the 
cliff.  I  did  not  try  to,  but  just  fell.  Almost  at  the  same  time 
I  heard  a  scream  and  someone  fell  on  top  of  me,  I  think  it  was 
FALAILIVA.  I  heard  others  fall,  but  no  more  screams.  Then  I 
heard  aflot  of  shots  fired,  FALAILIVA  was  still  on  top  of  me  and 
some  of  the  bullets  I  could  hear  were  close  to  me, 

33,  This  was  about  three  or  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  The 
water  kept  breaking  over  us,  but  I  could  breathe  as  the  water  rece¬ 
ded  each  time,  I  could  see  0  little  bit  out  of  my  left  eye  past 
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the  blindfold,  but  I  did  not  look  up.  I  stayed  there  without 
moving  until  I  thought  the  Japanese  had  gone.  Then  I  bit 
FALAILIVA'S  shoulder  to  see  if  he  was  still  alive.  He  was  still 
lying  partly  on  top  of  me.  FALAILIVA  did  not  cry  out  so  I  knew 
he  was  dead. 

34.  I  stayed  about  an  hour  in  the  water  until  I  thought  the 
Japanese  would  be  gone,  then  I  got  up  and  went  over  to  a  sharp 
piece  of  the  cliff  where  I  cut  the  binding  from  my  wrists.  Then 
I  removed  the  blindfold.  Then  I  went  round  all  the  other  bodies 
to  see  if  any  were  alive.  They  were  all  dead  and  I  looked  at 
each  man's  face*  There  was  a  lot  of  blood  about.  I  cannot  say 
how  ell  were  killed,  but  I  remember  FALAILIVA  had  a  wound  in  his 
left  side,  and  blood  was  coming  from  it.  UEANTEITI  had  a  bullet 
hole  in  his  head, 

% 

34.  I  stayed  about  qn 

35*  After  I  found  they  were  all  dead,  I  looked  for  a  place  to 
hide  and  found  a  cave  where  I  hid  myself.  I  stayed  in  this  cave 
all  night. 

36.  The  next  morning  I  saw  some  of  the  bodies  floating  outside 
the  cave.  They  were  all  swelled  up  bodies  then.  Two  of  the 
bodies  washed  into  the  entrance  of  the  cave.  I  did  not  touch 
them  and  stayed  inside  the  cave  and  only  peeped  outside. 

37.  About  the  middle  of  the  day  I  heard  the  roar  of  a  plane 
flying  very  low*  I  could  heirhthe  plane  flying  round  for  about 
half  an  hour  or  an  hour.  I  did  not  see  the  plane  and  stayed  in 
the  cave. 

38.  After  the  plane  left  I  could  hear  footsteps  over  the  top  of 
the  cave  and  I  could  hear  voices  through  one  of  the  holes  leading 
in  behind  the  cave.  Then  I  saw  some  Japanese  soldiers  walking 
along  the  reef.  TheTfide  was  right  out,  just  starting  to  come  in. 
Some  of  the  soldiers  came  by  my  cave.  Two  of  them  dragged  one 
body  out  to  the  reef,  then  came  back  and  dragged  another  body 

out  to  where  there  was  deep  water,  I  could  not  see  them  all 

the  time  from  my  cave  and  think  they  made  other  trips  for  the  other 

bodies. 

39.  I  did  see  these  two  soldiers  moke  two  trips.  I  saw  two 
canoes  each  with  two  Japanese  in  them  come  in  to  pick  up  the 
bodies,  from  the  soldiers  who  dragged  them  out  to  the  reef.  There 
was  a  launch  too.  Both  the  canoes  and  the  launch  came  from  the 
direction  of  TABWEWA.  The  canoes  being  paddled  close  inshore  and 
the  launch  moving  slowly  further  out.  The  canoes  towed  the  bodies 

t  out  to  the  launch. 

40.  Then  the  canoes  paddled  back  towards  TABWEWA  and  the  launch 
went  further  out  to  sea. 
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41. 

42. 


43.  Next  day,  I  do  not  remember  anything  except  hearing  the 
flatcar  moving  along  the  rails. 

44.  That  evening  about  seven  or  eight  o'clock  I  left  the  cave 
to  search  for  young  coconuts  and  to  find  a  new  hiding  place 
inland.  While  I  was  up  the  tree  two  Japanese  came  along  poling 
a  flat  car  towards  TABY/EWA  and  I  stayed  hidden  up  in  the  tree 
until  they  had  gone. 

45.  Then  I  went  to  look  for  n  hiding  place  and  found  a  good 
bangebnnge.  above  the  Police  lines  and  I  hid  there.  By  then  it 
would  be  early  the  next  mornine  • 

46.  I  stayed  in  hiding  in  this  bangabanga  until  the  day  I  met 
the  two  Gilbertcse  (2nd.  Dec.  1945). 


47.  I  used  to  go  out  at  night  and  gather  food,  young  coconuts 
and  old  coconuts  and  water. 

48.  Sometimes  I  came  out  and  climbed  a  tall  teitai  tree  to  look 
round  and  see  if  any  ships  were  about.  I  did  not  see  the  warship 
come  but  I  saw  some  other  ships.  I  thought  they  were  more  Japanese 
ships, 

49.  I  saw  the  Union  Jack  flying  from  the  staff  in  the  Folice  lines 
but  thoughtiit  was  another  Japanese  trick,  so  did  not  go  near, 

50.  I  heard  the  bugler  every  day  too,  but  I  thought  it  was  a 
Japanese  too,  because  the  Japanese  had  a  lot  of  bugles, 

51.  One  day  while  I  was  up  the  teitai  tree  I  saw  a  motor  car 
different  from  the  Japanese  kind  and  the  people  in  it  did  not  look 
like  Japanese  so  I  came  down  from  the  tree  and  hid  by  the  road 

to  wait  for  the  motor  car  to  come  back. 


52.  I  weitod  two  or  three  hours,  but  the  motor  car  did  not  come 
back.  Then  1  heard  the  tinkle  of  bottles  end  saw  two  men.  One 
I  thought  a  native  Cilbertese,  but  the  other  I  thought  Japanese, 
because  he  was  wearing  Japanese  clothing  and  ''hoes.  The  one 
wearing  the  sulu  and  carrying  the  coady  bottles  I  knew  was 
Gilbertese  and  I  thought  he  spoke  in  Gilbertcse. 

53*  After  they  had  passed  by  I  made  up  my  mind  for  sure  they  were 
Gilbertese  so  followed  them  silently.  When  I  got  up  close  behind 
them  I  was  sure  they  were  Gilbertese,  so  I  greeted  them  "Kern  na 
mauri"  (Greeting  .)  They  seemed  frightened  of  me  for  a  minute  and 
asked  me  where  I  had  come  from.  I  told  them  I  had  been  here  all 
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the  time  and  was  the  remaining  man  of  the  killing.  I  asked 
"Where  are  the  Japanese"?  They  told  me  the  Japanese  had  all  gone 
and  that  they  had* come  on  the  second  labour  recruit. 

54.  They  asked  where  I  had  hidden  all  the  time  end  I  s'  owed  them. 
When  I  changed  from  my  napkins  into  my  sulu  which  I  had  hidden 

in  the  hole. 

55.  I  thanked  the  hole  for  saving  my  life  end  thjr.  aamc  down  to 
the  Police  lines  and  TEAUOKI  took  me  to  the  Distija*  Commissioner* 

I  swear  the  above  to  be  atiuue  correct  statement  of  the  facts. 

(SGD)  KABUNAF.E 

Witnesses  K.  W.  WAKEFIELD  -  OCEAN  ISLAiD 
TEAUOKI  -  OCEAN  ISLAND 


This  is  the  document  marked  Exhibit  'A'  referred  to  in  the 
Affidavit  of  SX10334,  lie J  •  D.J.  iicBain,  A.H.Q.  sworn  before 
me  this  27th  day  of  Lay,  1946.  as  being  produced  and  shown  to 
him  at  this  time  of  his  swear irg  his  said  Affidavit. 

(Sgd)  W.  BUN SELL  Capt. 
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